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Question 1
The story “The Things They Carried” involves a list of characters who are soldiers in a mission which is led by Lt. Jimmy Cross. The responsibilities that they are all responsible are the ones referred as “The things they carried”.  Again, it is important to note that many of the roles are presented through symbolic forms and Jimmy Cross is my character of interest. Evidently, Jimmy cross is presented as an irresponsible character. As a leader, Lt. Jimmy Cross fails to give good leadership to his troops that he is expected to lead in order to defeat the enemy (O’Brien, 2014). As a matter of fact, he fails to give his troops clear instructions as he manages the Alpha Company. Further, his irresponsibility is evident in operations and battles that constitute the entire war since he fails to give the expected direction. Again, Lt. Cross is a weak leader. He was unable to adjust to the attitude and the environment that his men were subjected. He concentrates on marching in line and keeping the guns clean, which was a procedure that was not decided initially instead since he could not march what his men did. In addition, he was not a true leader of Alpha Company although he was a member. According to O’Brien (2014), this enabled him to separate from the rest of the troop but at the same time, he maintained the superior rank. Hence, Lt. Cross is granted leadership but he actually never demonstrates it.
Cross’s lacks emotional and personal stability. As presented in the story, Cross is robbed by emotions of affection towards Martha who is not even his girlfriend. He guides her picture jealously as a way to keep the strong connection he feels while he is on a mission and at home (O’Brien, 2014). For that reason, he fails to balance the mission at hand and feelings hence relying on the love of Martha instead. Cross’s personal and emotional stability continues to worsen simply because of his fiction love towards Martha. As a result, he resists all his duties as the troop leader and also withdraws from leadership and Vietnam.
Reference.
[bookmark: _GoBack]O'Brien, T. (2014). The Things They Carried. Spark Publishing.
